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3. |E1 The drawings filed on 21 March 2001 are accepted t 
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DETAILED ACTI N 

1. Restriction is required under 35 U.S.C. 121 and 372. 

This application contains the following inventions or groups of 
inventions which are not so linked as to form a single general 
inventive concept under PCT Rule 13.1. 

In accordance with 37 CFR 1.499, applicant is required, in reply 
to this action, to elect a single invention to which the claims must be 
restricted. 

Group I, claim(s) 1-6 and 14-18, drawn to a method of aging a concrete 
block. 

Group II, claim(s) 7-13 and 19-22, drawn to an apparatus for aging a 
concrete block. 

2. The inventions listed as Groups I and II do not relate to a single 
general inventive concept under PCT Rule 13.1 because, under PCT 
Rule 13.2, they lack the same or corresponding special technical 
features for the following reasons: The apparatus of the group II 
claims does not require the concrete blocks to be treated, for example 
the apparatus can be a conveying means for any type of particulate 
material and is not limited to the concrete blocks. 

3. During a telephone conversation with Mr. Colton on January 20, 
2004 a provisional election was made with traverse to prosecute the 



invention of Group I, claims 1-6 and 14-18. Affirmation of this election 
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must be made by applicant in replying to this ffice action. Claims 7- 
13 have been withdrawn from further consideration by the examiner, 
37 CFR 1.142(b), as being drawn to a non-elected invention. 

4. Action on the merits of claims 1-6 and 14-18 follows: 

5. Claims 1-6 and 14-18 are free of the prior art. 

6. An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should 
the changes and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an 
amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure 
consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a 
telephone interview with Mr. Colton on January 20, 2004. 

The application has been amended as follows: 
In the Abstract : 

Delete, line 1, "Abstract" insert -Abstract of the Disclosure- 
Line 2, Delete "in conjunction with figure 2" 
In the Title : 
Delete "and Device" 
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In the Specification : 

Page 1, line 1, insert --This application is a 371 of PCT/EP99/06855, 

filed September 16, 1999.-- 

In the Claims : 

Delete 7-13 and 19-22. 

7. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for 
allowance: 

The invention relates to a method for mechanical or artificially 
ageing concrete blocks wherein the concrete blocks are positioned on 
an inclined surface, the concrete is inclined with respect to the 
inclined surface. Treatment bodies of a harder substance than the 
concrete blocks are feed at the top of the inclined plane and tumble 
past the inclined concrete block to partially remove projecting edges 
and corners of the blocks thereby imparting and aged effect or look to 
the concrete blocks. The method as claimed has not been taught 
either singularly or in combination of the prior art. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid 
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processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue fee. Such 
submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of 
Reasons for Allowance." 

8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered 
pertinent to applicant's disclosure. EP 0 894 590 teaches an ageing 
processing for a brick which includes the steps of making the bricks 
from clay or mud, molding and firing the brick, and the subjecting the 
surface of the brick by tumbling the bricks in a drum. 

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to Stephen J. 
Lechert Jr. whose telephone number is 571-272-1203. The examiner 
can normally be reached on 9:30-6:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, 
the examiner's supervisor, Michael P. Colaianni can be reached on 
571-272-1196. The fax phone number for the organization where this 
application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 872-9306. 
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Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this 
application or proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose 
telephone number is 571-272-0987. 



:ephen J. Lechert Jr. 
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Primary Examiner 
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